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Aim  
This plan covers the contingencies made for a heavy snow fall or other adverse weather conditions 
that may result in closure of the school. A closure decision could be made at any time to prevent:  

 The stranding of pupils and staff at school  

 The unnecessary risks taken travelling to and from school  

 Accidents in the school  
 
Policy  
In the event of heavy snowfall/extreme weather or treacherous driving conditions, we cannot 
guarantee that enough staff will be able to attend school, and a decision to close or restrict school 
opening may have to be made. When the school is closed the school cannot look after the children. 
However, those already delivered to school prior to a decision to close will of course be looked after 
until they can be collected. The Headteacher must be able to guarantee the attendance of enough 
members of staff in order for the school to open safely.  
 
Decision  
If the weather conditions are severe enough to force a closure, this decision will be communicated to 
parents by email, text, facebook and will be posted on the website. We will also inform Eagle Radio. 
The decision to close/reopen Sythwood will be made by the Headteacher and members of the Senior 
Leadership Team.  
 
A decision on whether to close will be made as early as possible and preferably the night before, if 
conditions are predictable enough. The Headteacher will give parents as much notice as possible to 
allow arrangements to be made. Please check the website before leaving to come to school or check 
for text messages or emails.  
 
Please do not assume a closure but wait for notification from the school.  
 
For yellow/amber weather warnings, the following actions will be taken by SLT: 

 Wind: EYFS outdoor areas to be closed, netball posts to be taken down, trim trails and climbing 
frames out of use, a decision to be made about indoor or outdoor play, Copse out of use 

 Heat: limited time outside, children to stay in shade, water made available at all times, a 
reminder sent to parents about water, sun cream and hats, a decision to be made about indoor 
or outdoor play 

 Snow / ice: paths to be clear and salted, only children with coats and suitable footwear outside, 
increased supervision, a decision to be made about indoor or outdoor play 


