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Friday 1st January 2021 

 

Sythwood Primary and Nursery School will open on Monday 4th January 2021 at 8:45am.    

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you have managed to have a safe, healthy and happy holiday, despite not being able to spend it in the 

way that you may have wished. 

Unfortunately, between the last week of term and Christmas Eve, we saw a number of positive Covid cases at 

Sythwood.  We had seven members of staff test positive and two pupils.  This resulted in 88 children and 25 

members of staff having to isolate.  I am really sorry to those of you who were contacted with the requirement that 

your child had to isolate.  I understand how difficult and disappointing this is and want to thank you for doing your 

part to keep everyone safe. 

I wanted to write to update you following the Government’s announcement and to confirm that Sythwood Primary 

and Nursery School will be open on Monday 4th January 2021 at 8:45am.  The Government has published a list of 

Local Authorities in Tier 4 where they feel primary schools should not reopen, and although Surrey is in Tier 4, it is 

not on that list.  Therefore, our start to term will begin as planned on 4th January.   

Children who are deemed “clinically extremely vulnerable” will have received a letter from their doctor confirming 

this, and should not return on 4th January.  With regard to children whose parents are deemed clinically extremely 

vulnerable, the DfE’s guidance (published on 24th December) states “Children and young people whose parents or 

carers are clinically extremely vulnerable can continue to go to school.” 

I know that for some parents this may cause some concern, due to the high level of cases across the country and I 

would like to reassure you that we are continually reviewing our risk assessment to make sure we are doing as much 

as we can to keep your children and all staff safe, whilst also delivering a high quality of education.  For a full copy of 

our latest risk assessment, please see here:  https://www.sythwood.surrey.sch.uk/3320/covid-19-updates.  We also 

have to be mindful that this is a changing situation, and the Government may make changes to their plans 

accordingly which we will then have to implement.  However, until that point, we have to work with the current 

expectations but will take this opportunity to assure you that we will be in touch if and when any further changes are 

made. 

Please can I ask that all parents / older siblings adhere to the following: 

 Only one parent or carer to enter school site for drop off and pick up 

 All people over the age of 11 (including secondary aged siblings) to wear a face covering, unless you are 

exempt 

 Remain socially distanced from other adults around the school site 

 Continue to adhere to the one-way system (see attached map) 

 Do not send your child into school if your child or anyone in your household has a new, continuous cough, 

high temperature or loss of taste or smell; or a positive COVID test.  

 Respect the Government’s directives on controlling the COVID pandemic 

I look forward to seeing you on Monday 4th January.  There will be members of the Senior Leadership Team on all 

gates, if you have any questions.  If your child is unable to attend school for any reason, please remember to ring the 
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school office on 01483 770063 to report their absence by 9am.  If your child has tested positive for Covid, please 

send an email to covid@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk (please note that this inbox is only monitored for positive cases and 

all other enquiries must go through the main school office).  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support; this is a particularly challenging context for everyone, and your kind words and 

support mean a great deal. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a Happy New Year 

 

 

Nicola Matheson 
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