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S Y T H WO O D 
P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Be ready   |  Be safe   |  Be respectful   |  Be your best



The teachers make subjects fun and interesting.  
They know when we need a challenge.

  Fiza, Year 6

Welcome from the Headteacher   

Dear Parent/Carer,

At Sythwood Primary School, we aim for each child to 
achieve more than they ever thought was possible. We 
believe that every child will leave Sythwood Primary 
School with more choices available to them than when 
they started. We have high expectations of all children 
and provide them with the challenge, opportunities 
and support for them to flourish. We strive to provide 
children with relevant, purposeful learning opportunities 
and provide them with new, exciting experiences.

We have a strong, dedicated team, who are 
passionate about working with children so that they 
can achieve their very best. We have a driven senior 
leadership team, who you will meet daily at the school 
gates, and who lead the school in an ambitious 
direction. We have team leaders across the school 
who ensure consistency and high expectations across 
their team. Every teacher, Learning Support Assistant 
and member of the admin and premises team, act as 
role models in order for children to achieve the highest 
standards.

Alongside our dedicated staff, are our community of 
parents and carers who come from a wide range of 
cultures and backgrounds. We strive to work closely 
with parents as we know it is when school and home 
work together, their children achieve their very best. 
We hold many events and sessions throughout the year 
where parents are invited into school. Keep a look out 
on the calendar and newsletter for these events.

We are fortunate at Sythwood to be based on a large 
area of land with truly excellent facilities. Each phase is 
in a separate building with a communal assembly and 
dining hall. We have a diverse Copse, where children 
learn forest skills; an outdoor gym; games area and 
much more.

If we can assist with any further information,  
please do not hesitate to contact us

Best wishes

Nicola Matheson
Head of School
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By the end of year 6 Sythwood children will: 

 

• Be proud of their achievements and unique talents  

• Be happy and secure in who they are so they are able to 

contribute to the wider community 

• Have mastered the core skills in reading, writing and 

maths to be ready for their next stage in education  

• Have a thirst for learning and have high aspirations for 

their future  

• Have been developed as a whole child to be independent, 

resilient and courteous 

• Be confident communicators

• Be aware of their own health and well-being and that of 

others 

Our 
Vision

Our 
Mission

Sythwood is fun, 
educational and amazing!

Year 3 child

To achieve this, every day we will strive to: 

 

• Be exceptional role models and have consistently  

high expectations  

• Use every second purposefully so the children master 

the basics, experience challenge and make accelerated 

progress 

• Develop the whole child through a broad curriculum 

and enriching experiences, which are accessible for all  

• Treat everyone with respect and compassion 

• Listen to the views of and work in collaboration with our 

community  

• Have meaningful relationships with the children and be 

adaptable to their needs 

• Celebrate diversity of our children and our community
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About 
Us
We have: 

• Over 600 children from a range of diff erent countries

• 90 dedicated, talented and passionate staff  

• Extensive grounds and facilities, including 2 halls, an IT suite, a 

Copse, a multi-purpose games area, playing fi elds, trim trails 

and a playgrounds

• A wide range of extra-curricular activities including sports, 

drama, craft and reading

• Breakfast and after school child care provision (7:45 am to 6pm)

• Specialist centre for visual impairment

• On site nursery providing purposeful, practical and imaginative 

activities for children aged 2 – 4 years

• A dedicated, hard-working Board of Governors which oversee 

the strategic direction of the school

• A supportive multi academy trust providing leadership support 

and moderation across schools.  

• Links with Tormead Independent Girls’ School and Greenfi eld 

Preparatory School 

Parents sought out the inspector to report 
how the school ‘bent over backwards’ to 
support their children and keep them safe.
Ofsted  |  November 2016
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The
Learning Journey

History, geography, science and art are taught as part 
of engaging topics where children are fully immersed in 
exciting themes such as ‘Scavengers and Settlers’, ‘The 
Magic Toymaker’ and ‘The Active Planet’. Our aim is to 
provide an inspiring curriculum that not only develops high 
standards in English and maths (which are taught daily) 
but also stimulates children’s curiosity and creativity. To 
compliment this, we have specialist teachers for music, PE 
and French.  

Learning is enriched through a wide range of stimulating 
trips, visiting specialists, exciting workshops and outdoor 
learning. Each child will also participate in Forest School at 
least once during their time with us. In addition, children can 
choose from a variety of after school activity clubs to further 
enhance their primary experience.  

“We learn about the 
opportunities you 
can have when you 
are older.
Abi, Year 5

During their time at Sythwood 
Primary, children are 
taught all the subjects of 
the National Curriculum in 
exciting and creative contexts. 
We use the International 
Primary Curriculum to provide 
opportunities for children 
to learn about how our lives 
are comparable with other 
children around the world. 
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Extra-Curricular
Activities

Forest School SwimmingICT Clubs

This is one of the highlights of the children’s time 

at our school. They visit our exciting Copse to learn 

how to build dens, make fire and learn in a wonderful 

environment.

Children in Key Stage 2 enjoy a week of swimming 

lessons at a local school. The sessions allow them to 

develop water confidence and learn the key strokes.

Each classroom has interactive whiteboards to 

support children to learn about e-safety and develop 

their computer skills. We have an IT suite and iPads 

are used in the classroom to enhance learning. ICT is 

part of our curriculum and children are provided with 

the opportunity to develop their confidence and skills. 

We offer a wide variety of free and paid for after school 

clubs. They change termly but can include cookery, 

football, craft, film, dance and Braille. There are over 

20 free extra-curricular clubs each term- for all ages.

The playground is really fun and there is always  
something to do.
Archie, Year 1
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Extra-Curricular
Activities

Trips

Residentials

We are keen to provide interesting trips that excite 

and engage our children. We visit Marwell Zoo, The 

Living Rainforest, Butser Farm, the Science Museum 

and many more. Each year we also give children the 

opportunity to attend the pantomime in Woking. 

Children in Year 5 and 6 are also able to attend a 

residential trip to grow their independence by staying 

away from home for a few nights. It is a fantastic 

opportunity for them to take part in activities such 

as abseiling, canoeing and archery and the children 

always come home enthusiastic about all they have 

achieved. Children in Year 4 can stay overnight at 

school to experience that first stage of independence. 

“The new leadership team is 
ambitious and energetic.
Leaders have high 
expectations and model 
these in the classroom and 
in their work with staff.

Ofsted   |  November 2016 
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Our 
Policies

All schools have a legal duty to look for signs of abuse 
(physical, sexual, emotional or neglect) and report 
suspected cases to social services who would carry 
out any necessary investigation. We take the safety 
of our children very seriously and have Designated 
Safeguarding Leads who use local authority’s guidelines 
to ensure that we carry out our duty of care towards our 
children.

Safeguarding Special Educational Needs & Disability

As a highly inclusive school, we try to cater for all 
children’s needs, be they learning, social, behavioural, 
physical or emotional. Please see our policies for further 
details. Our school SENCOS work closely with teachers 
and parents to support each child. 

The best thing about Sythwood is the friendships I have made. 
We also get to play different instruments in music lessons.
Nell, Year 6

“

Healthy Living

This is promoted through: 

• High quality PE by trained instructors who teach a 
variety of skills from gymnastics to tag rugby

• Nutritious, delicious and well-balanced school meals 
cooked on site

• PSHE lessons which allow children to share worries 
and learn about friendships, finance and relationships

• A Pastoral lead who works closely with families to offer 
support and advice

• Teaching of the Sythwood values and celebrating 
children who show these values in their learning or play

The teachers are friendly and nice.
Kaelan, Reception

“
“
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Essential 
Information

Our Performance

Key Stage 2 SATs results 2018

Our latest Ofsted inspection on  
2 November 2016 judged Sythwood  
to be good.  
 
There is a link to the report on our school website:  

www.sythwood.surrey.sch.uk

Part of The Bourne Education Trust 

We are proud to be part of the Bourne Education Trust, a 
multi-academy trust made up of 16 schools, 11 of which 
are in Surrey: Auriol Junior School, Broadmere Primary 
School, Brookwood Primary School, Chertsey High School, 
Epsom and Ewell High School, Everest Community 
Academy, Jubilee High School, Meadow Primary School, 
New Monument Primary School, Pyrcroft Grange Primary 
School, Sayes Court Primary School, Sythwood Primary 
School, Teddington School, The Matthew Arnold School, 
West Ewell Primary School and Woodmansterne Primary 
School. Our twelfth school is Everest Community Academy 
in Basingstoke, Hampshire. For more information about the 
Bourne Education Trust please go to their website  
www.bourne.education 

SYTHWOOD NATIONAL

% of children 
reaching national 

expectations

% of pupils  
meeting the 

higher standard

% of children 
reaching national 

expectations

% of pupils  
meeting the 

higher standard

Maths 80% 34% 76% 24%

Reading 82% 27% 75% 28%

Writing 82% 25% 78% 20%

Spelling & Grammer 84% 42% 78% 34%

Combined* 68% 11% 64% 10%

Key Stage 1 SATs results 2018

SYTHWOOD NATIONAL

% of children 
reaching national 

expectations

% of pupils  
meeting the 

higher standard

% of children 
reaching national 

expectations

% of pupils  
meeting the 

higher standard

Maths 68% 15% 76% 22%

Reading 68% 13% 75% 26%

Writing 58% 9% 70% 16%

Combined* 58% 8% 65% 12%

* Percentage of  children who have met or exceeded  expectations in reading, writing and maths

YEAR 1 PHONICS - 79% of children passed the phonics test in Year 1 in 2018 
EARLY YEARS / FOUNDATION STAGE -68% of children achieved a Good Level of Development (GLD) in 2018



The 
Application Process

Surrey County CouncilVisit our school & website In Year Applications

Applications for admission at 

the normal intake (September) 

will be managed in accordance 

with Surrey County Council’s  

co-ordinated scheme on 

primary admissions.  Please visit 

their website for an application 

form 

 

 www.surreycc.gov.uk

We welcome all applications 

for children to join our school.  

We strongly encourage 

prospective parents to visit 

the school before making an 

application on behalf of their 

child(ren)

For in year applications please 

contact the school office on:

01483 770063

Pupils talk excitedly about the curriculum. They enjoy learning 
about the world around them, they can confidently explain 
what the difference between right and wrong is as and they are 
tolerant of other people who may think differently to them.

Ofsted   |  November 2016

“
Pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities 
are making good progress from their starting points. “



What the 
Parents say

“
“The school has been a 
life saver for my child.  He 
has come on in leaps and 
bounds and has benefitted 
for being at the school “
Parent Survey 2019“

I have two children in year 
5 and 6 and one in nursery 
with additional needs. I 
absolutely cannot fault the 
school, I’ve never had an 
issue, amazing teachers, 
and outstanding school

Parent Survey 2019

My child has come 
a long way, she was 
quiet and very shy and 
now she talks and has 
made lots of lovely 
friends

“

“
Parent Survey 2019

It’s been a 
great school 
to all my three 
daughters

“ “

Parent Survey 2019



w w w. s y t h w o o d . s u r r e y . s c h . u k

Sythwood  |  Horsell  |  Woking  |  Surrey  |  GU21 3AX

Tel: 01483 770063     Email: info@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk   Facebook: @TheRealSythwoodPrimarySchool

S Y T H WO O D 
P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Sythwood is fun, educational and amazing!
Thomas, Year 3
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