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Key Vocabulary

anthem An uplifting song

democracy When the people of a country can 
vote for who they want to be in 
charge of that country

demonstrate When a group of people get together
to protest about something they feel 
strongly about

election When people go to  vote for who they 
would like to be in charge of their 
country

government The group of people who are in charge 
of making important decisions for a 
country

parliament The people who make all the laws for 
the country

Prime Minister The most important person in the 
government

suffragette Someone who fought for women to 
have the right to vote

vote When you show which you like best by 
making a mark on a piece of paper

Local Suffragettes

Emily Davison Emily Davison joined the 
suffragettes in 1906 because 
she thought women should 
have the right to vote. In 
1913, she went to a horse 
race at Epsom and was killed 
when she ran out in front of 
King George V’s horse. 

Dame Ethel 
Smyth

Dame Ethel Smyth lived in 
Woking. She was very 
musical. She joined the 
suffragettes in 1910 and used 
her musical talents to write 
anthems for the suffragettes
to march to on their 
demonstrations.

WSPU

The WSPU was a group of women who fought 
for the right for women to vote. It was formed 
and led by Emmeline Pankhurst. 
Members of the WSPU (the Women’s Social and 
Political Union) were known as suffragettes. 
They  often got into trouble for chaining 
themselves to railings, smashing windows and 
damaging property. They did this to get people 
to listen to what they had to say.

Suffragette Leaders

Emeline Pankhurst Emmeline Pankhurst 
started the WSPU in 1903. 
The WSPU held 
demonstrations, smashed 
windows and set buildings 
on fire. She was sent to 
prison several times.

Millicent Fawcett Millicent Fawcett was a 
leading campaigner for 
women's rights in Britain.
She organised lots of 
peaceful marches and 
made public speeches. Her 
followers were called 
suffragists.

1897 Millicent Fawcett 
starts a society to fight for 
votes for women.

1903 Emmeline Pankhurst 
forms the WSPU.

1906 Emily Davison 
joined the WSPU.

1908 There was a huge WSPU
demonstration in Hyde Park, London.

1914 World War I 
began

1910 Dame Ethel Smyth 
joined the WSPU.

1913 Emily Davison 
was killed at the Epsom 
Derby.

1914 Women were allowed to do 
traditionally male jobs due to the 
shortage of men at home.

1918 Some women were 
given the right to vote.

1928 All men and women 
over the age of 21 were given 
the right to vote in the UK.


