HORSELL SNAKE
If you have some painted rocks, then take them to 6 Horsell Moor to join in with the painted
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snake.

Message from the Leadership Team
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week has been a very busy time for leaders, organising
plans for the rest of term and contacting parents and staff. I
have sent out letters and surveys this week and hopefully you
will have had the chance to read and complete these. There is
much for us to organise and we will also record some videos
during the week of 8th June to show children and parents how
the phased return will work!
The next two weeks are half term so there will be no newsletter
and teachers will not be responding to emails. We hope that
you enjoy this time with your families and stay well.
Have a lovely half term,

Mrs N Matheson
(Head of School)

Well done to our Numbots superstars who have made the
most story progress so far:
1. Jimmy (Y2)
2. Nicole (Y2)
3. Fabian (YR)
These are the results of the latest battle on TTR:

See the attached letter to join a World Record attempt!

HORSELL SNAKE
If you have some painted rocks, then take them
to 6 Horsell Moor to make the painted snake
even longer! Please don’t remove any though.

ST ANDREWS CHURCH
St Andrew’s Church is now a distribution hub for
food to families who need extra support at this
time. If you need support, then visit:
http://www.foodwisetlc.care/
Or contact info@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk and we
can direct you for help.
Children can also look out for Tallulah Teddy in a
window of Andy’s Café and see what fancy outfit
she is wearing!

Wow, all of these children have been doing
amazingly well at their quizzes!
Y3: Azaan, Emaan, Hunaydah, Taylor, Emilis,
Giorgia, Zachary
Y4: Andrej, Eloise, Rehan
Y5: Janelle, Daniel, Zachary, Gabrielle
Y6: Maisie, Jeremy, Mary, Bethany
We are so proud of how much reading you are
doing, so keep quizzing and reading!

NEWSLETTER
NURSERY
Jacob has been really busy using natural objects to make this
awesome flying dog! Brilliant work.

YEAR 1
Fantastic fraction work by Asmi and you have thought
really carefully about the equal parts!

YEAR 3
Great work by Zachary who has been busy learning lots of
new, practical skills!

YEAR 5
Chloe’s spelling strategy looks delicious and Josh has
written a persuasive letter to Mrs Matheson about a puppy!
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RECEPTION
Kinza worked our number sentences using part-partwhole and Adam has been enjoying stories and making
cakes! Yummy.

YEAR 2
We love this wonderful book review by Molly! We
really love the Daisy books too.

YEAR 4
Muhaam wrote a funny poem and recited it, Sienna gave
us lots of information about Devon and Madeline made
a patriotic cake! Well done all.

YEAR 6
Perfect pyramid facts by Ali, a lovely leaflet about Dubai by
Yusuf and Zaheera’s magical Maldives information!
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EC
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FORTNITE
BATTLE ROYALE

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?

FREE TO PLAY... OR IS IT?

Battle Royale games have become very popular
over the last couple of years, and most tend to
follow a very similar setup. Taking Fortnite as an
example, 100 players drop into a map, loot
buildings for weapons and armour and attempt to
beat all the other players to be crowned victor at
the end. If you’ve ever seen the Hunger Games
movies, you’ll have an idea of what this entails.
Each game can take up to 20 minutes (assuming
you last to the end) and can be restarted relatively
quickly once 100 free players have been found.

Fortnite is at the forefront of gaming addiction
discussions because it is so popular with young people.
But whether it actually contributes to gaming addiction is
up for debate. WHO (World Health Organisation) have
solely a concern with Fortnite. Signs of addiction can
include irritability when not playing, lying about the
amount of time played and a preoccupation with thoughts
of the next gaming session. Realistically, it must be down
to parents and carers to recognise these symptoms and
act accordingly if they think they are developing.

While Fortnite is technically free to play (in that
you can download and play it without paying)
it does come with the caveat that spending
money on things like skins and emotes
in-game is heavily pushed to players. The
currency used in-game is called ‘V-Bucks’ and
can be bought with real money through the
game’s online store. It’s worth remembering
that these purchases are absolutely not
necessary, are cosmetic only and that V-Bucks
can be earned in-game with enough play time.

SEASONAL UPDATES

CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABLE

IS FORTNITE VIOLENT?

Every 10 weeks or so Fortnite is updated with a
new season. This essentially adds new things
like skins and emotes to the game, while also
sometimes changing up the game map in
interesting ways. These seasons are free to
everybody and don’t require additional money
to play, though battle passes for each season
can be bought with V-Bucks. A battle pass will
typically allow a player to earn experience
faster and gain fun in-game items by
completing a host of daily challenges.

One of the wonderful things about Fortnite is that it
can be played cross-platform. This means that no
matter what platform a person plays on (PC,
PlayStation 4, Xbox One etc) they can play with

Fortnite has been rated by the ESRB
(Entertainment Software Ratings Board) as
teen, as it contains cartoony violence and the
weapons and acts depicted in the game are
some way removed from their real life
inspirations. Characters don’t draw blood when
shot and instead of dying, they are simply

created online (which is free) and then linked with
your platform account. Doing this removes the
age-old boundary of not being able to play together
because you don’t have the same console and opens
up a whole new world of playing online with friends.

BUYING V-BUCKS

GAMING WITH STRANGERS

As mentioned, Fortnite does contain in-game
purchases and microtransactions in the form of
V-Bucks which can be bought with real money. If
you do decide to let your young one spend
money in the game, be sure to delete your card
information afterwards as it can be very easy to
purchase more items at the press of a few
buttons. It’s important to set a limit on any
purchases (as mentioned they are absolutely not
necessary to play the game) and a suggestion
would be capping the spending at around £50 this is the normal retail price of a game

Fortnite Battle Royale is an online game, and as such,
there is a chance that young children could come into
contact with strangers who are randomly placed into
another person might say or do in a game, so it’s a good
idea for friends playing together, to be grouped together.
The only real countermeasure to interacting with
communications, which can be done in the game’s
settings. Using outside chat apps, like Skype or Discord
while playing, is a great way to make sure you know who
you’re talking to and that nobody else is listening in.

younger than the recommended age limit will
want to play the game and that should be at
the discretion of parents and carers.

LIMIT TIME, BUT BE FLEXIBLE
A game of Fortnite can last up to
it's time to put it away. The
approach of ‘one more game’ as
opposed to ‘10 more minutes’
will stop any complaints that a
match is still ongoing. Better
still, play with your child and
take it in turns; that way you're
helping control the time played
and can keep an eye on what
they're experiencing.

TALK TO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

If you’re concerned about play time or
spending money in the game, talk to
other parents and carers of your child’s
friends. If you approach as a collective, it
will be easier to know when their friends
are online and you don’t have to worry
about who they're playing with. It can
also help curb expectations on spending
money on battle passes and skins if you
stick together.

It’s often overlooked just how good
gaming can be for young people.
Fortnite encourages team play, quick
and complex problem solving and
communication; that’s not to mention

There’s no substitute for sitting down
and playing the game yourself to learn
all about it. Fortnite is available for free
on almost anything you can imagine,
even your smartphone, so there’s never
been a better time to get involved and
see what all the fuss is about. You never
know, you might even be able to impress
your children when you show them your
impressive Victory Royale tally!

develop. While taking breaks to do
other activities is of course important,
might not be immediately obvious.

Meet our expert

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor
and presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming
news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGbible. Starting gaming
from a young age with his siblings, he has a passion for understanding how
games and tech work, but more importantly, how to make them safe and fun.
https://www.theguardian.com/games/2018/mar/07/fortnite-battle-royale-parents-guide-video-game-multiplayer-shooter, https://www.psychguides.com/behavioral-disorders/video-game-addiction/,
https://www.polygon.com/2018/3/23/17146848/cross-platform-crossplay-ps4-xbox-pc-switch-ios-mobile-enable-friends-compatible-matchmaking#7OlE7d, https://www.esrb.org/ratings/34948/Fortnite/

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 16.10.2019
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Fortnite: Chapter 2 has finally landed! With a whole host of new in-game features including a brand-new map,
more water-based activities, upgraded character skins and a more streamlined arsenal of weapons, this Fortnite
is promising to be the best yet. Almost all of the changes are cosmetic which means the concept of the game
remains the same, with players still aiming to be the last man standing. Players will no doubt find the game much
more enjoyable with so much more to explore. For parents and carers however, it pays to remain vigilant.
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At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

A Rocktastic HELLO from everyone at Times Tables Rock Stars HQ!!!

Have you got what it takes to become a GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS® title holder?
We are inviting you to attempt a Guinness World Records title by answering as many times tables questions correctly as you can
in one minute.
Guinness World Records has created a new title - Highest score achieved on ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’ in one minute - and we
are looking for players to aim for this special accolade.

HOW DO I TAKE PART?
It’s simple: get a world-beating score in a Studio game, make sure it's captured in a video and send a link to that video
to support@mathscircle.com by the end of Thursday 4th June (11:59pm GMT).
Here are the requirements:
1.

The attempt must take place in a Studio game.

2.

The attempt may take place on any of the following compatible devices:

3.

o

Desktop computer

o

Laptop computer

o

Tablet

o

Phone

The video must adhere to the following:
o

Show the player clearly playing, i.e. hand(s) physically entering numbers on the input device.

o

Show the back of the player's head or profile to see roughly who they are (just the person’s arm and screen isn’t
enough, for example).

o

Show the score and timer clearly.

o

Show the start and end of the game, including a clear shot of the end of game score screen.

o

Be filmed in one take and unedited. No filters, effects, overlays, backing music are allowed. Turn your
phone/table/computer on mute.

4.

The game needs to have saved on the TTRS database.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ATTEMPT
When you have finished your Studio game and saved the video, please upload the original video file using a file transfer platform
such as Google Drive, Dropbox or WeTransfer. Then email a link to the video to support@mathscircle.com and provide the name
of the player, along with the name of your school. This is so that we can locate the user and the game they played in our
database.
By providing us with your video, you (and if under 18, your parent/guardian) consent(s) to your video, name, and country of
residence being published on the Times Tables Rock Stars' and Guinness World Records' websites, social media, media press
releases and other reasonable marketing and promotional activities associated with this attempt.
Go to ttrockstars.com/page/gwr for more information.
Good luck and ROCK ON!!!!

10 TOP TIPS

REMOTE LEARNING FOR PARENTS

Remote learning can be a great way to continue learning outside the classroom, particularly in difficult circumstances.
For parents and carers, the idea of remote learning isn’t always straightforward and there can be a number of factors
they need to consider, especially around ensuring their children feel comfortable and are familiar with the whole
concept. That’s why we’ve created this guide to help parents and carers support their child in getting the most out of
their remote learning experience.

1) Take an active interest in your child’s learning

2) Monitor your child’s communication and online activity

As a parent or carer, remote learning will be a new concept for your child
and there are bound to be a few teething problems to start with. Take an
active interest in their learning and help support them whenever they
need a helping hand.

It’s important to remind your child that despite being at home, the same
level of behaviour and conduct exists as if they were at school. Encourage
them to remain polite, remember their manners and not to post or send
any negative comments just because they are behind a computer.

3) Establish a daily schedule and routine
Working from home and trying to learn in a more casual setting that
children might associate more with play and a degree of freedom might
take a bit of getting used to. Try to stick to a daily routine and use the
timetable/schedule that schools have sent home to help children keep on
top of their daily learning.

5) Ensure your learning device is in a public space in the home
It’s important to consider where your PC or laptop is placed if live video
is being used. Try to keep the background neutral with no personal
information visible and move learning devices out of the bedroom as
this could be deemed inappropriate.

7) Ensure your child only uses official school
communication channels

4) Encourage screen breaks away from devices
Remote learning will inevitably require more interaction with
computers, laptops and tablets. Teacher’s will invariably advise on
screen breaks however it doesn’t hurt to keep a check on their time
online or encourage them to get some fresh air/exercise.

6) Implement safety controls and privacy restrictions
on apps and software
Dependant on how your school implements remote learning, your child
may be required to download certain software or apps. Whilst these are
likely to be relatively safe to use, like any other new app or platform,
parents should still implement safety controls as a precaution.

8) Familiarise yourself with relevant school policies

It’s important that all communication with teachers and school staff is
directed through approved school channels, whether that be through the
school’s online portal or the relevant secure messaging site.

Schools should have a policy on remote learning and direction that they
can share with parents. Familiarise yourself with this and ensure you
know what is expected of teachers and your child during lessons, both
online and offline.

9) Maintain feedback with teachers

10) Monitor your child’s wellbeing and mental health

Engage in communication with teachers where possible and try to feed
back progress and development as well as any helpful suggestions
around the learning process. Be transparent but remain professional
and only use official channels to communicate.

Remote learning will likely mean that your child won’t get the same level
of social interaction and might not see their friends for a while. Keep a
check on their wellbeing and try to encourage them to get out as much
as you can. Whilst learning from home might seem fun and exciting to
start with, missing out on seeing their friends everyday might take its toll.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.03.2020

