
 

 

 

 

HORSELL SNAKE 

School Dinners Update The price of school dinners for children in KS2 (Years 3 to 6) will be increasing 

from 1st September 2020 from £2.35 a day to £2.40 a day. If you do not wish your child to continue with 

school dinners in September, please email the school office and advise us of this before 1st September 

2020.If you have some painted rocks, then take them to 6 Horsell   
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  Dear Parents and Carers,  

This week saw the launch of our Celebration Assembly and we 

are very excited to celebrate the wonderful learning that we see 

every day in our classrooms and around the school. It has been 

wonderful to hear children talking about their learning and 

sharing what new facts they have learnt in history and which 

new countries they have discovered in their geography lessons. 

Thank you to our teachers for carefully planning such an exciting 

curriculum to ensure that children are able to know more and 

remember more.  

Last issue, we included the key dates for Christmas and we will 

continue to monitor cases locally to see if these can go ahead as 

planned. Please play your part by taking your child for a PCR if 

they do have symptoms. Please keep your child at home if they 

do have symptoms so that they can be tested. This will help 

keep us all safe and healthy.  

We finish for half term on Thursday 21st October at 3:15pm 

and children will return to school at 8:45am on Monday 1st 

November. Individual school photos will take place on Monday 

1st November, so please ensure correct uniform is worn. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

                                                     
Mrs N Matheson  

Headteacher 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
To celebrate all of the amazing learning happening 
in school, there will now be a weekly celebration 
assembly to celebrate: 

 Children who are on Gold 
 Maths champion of the week 
 Reading champion of the week 
 Best attending class 

 
The maths and reading champion learners in each 
class will get to sit on a special table for lunch for 
the whole week. They will have a tablecloth, special 
cups to drink out of and they will have squash (sugar 
free) in their drinks. The best attending class will 
have a certificate for their classroom and a trophy 
for the week. The best attending class for the term 
will get a treat afternoon at the end of term.  
Our teachers launched the event in style: 

 
 

  WORLD SIGHT DAY 
Thank you for supporting us to raise awareness of 
the challenges our vision impaired pupils face 
every day. We hope that the children learnt more 
about what life is like to be vision impaired. Find 
out more online at: https://www.pocklington-
trust.org.uk/blindness-awareness-month-2021/ 

 

B e  R e a d y  |  B e  S a f e  |  B e  R e s p e c t f u l  |  B e  Yo u r  B e s t

S y th w ood  P r im ar y  an d  N u r s e ry  S CH OO L  

AMAZON WISHLIST 
Our children are already beginning to enjoy the books that 
families have donated – thank you so much! This is the link if you 
would like to donate any books from the list: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3V0MOS7V4BDZU?ref
_=wl_share Please add your name to any books ordered so that 
we can thank you!      

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3V0MOS7V4BDZU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3V0MOS7V4BDZU?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y O U  A R E  A L L  S Y T H WO O D  L E A R N I N G  C H A M P I O N S !    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NURSERY 
Nursery children have been learning to recognise the letters in 

their names. We used magnetic letters to each spell our name.  

 

  
    

  

 

         

   

 

    

YEAR 1 
We have been studying ‘Supertato’ in English. We have been 

looking at real vegetables and thought of adjectives to describe 

them. Then, we put our ideas into sentences using punctuation. 

             
Aiden has worked so hard at using the handwriting lines!   

 

 

   

  

   

    

     

 

 

 

                         

RECEPTION 
Reception have explored a range of sensory activities for 

World sight day.  Tommy made a natural paintbrush and 

used it to paint with mud.  Jacob, Teodor and Ted made eye 

patches to make their other eye work harder and make it 

stronger.     

   
   

    
YEAR 2 

Year 2 have been reading ‘Lubna and Pebble’ for their whole 

class reading lessons.  

 
Tom used his knowledge of the book to make some plausible 

predictions about what would happen next – well done!   

  

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 
Year 3 have been discovering all about European countries in 

geography and last week’s focus was France.  

   
Chardonnay, Zara and Muneefa all practised their French 

sentences – très bien!  

 

 

 

   

Year 5 children have loved learning about the Mischievians and 

the sneaky things they get up to!   

 

Lam wrote a fantastic balanced argument about whether or not 

they should co-exist with humans!  

Year 6 have been mixing science, English and SPaG together. 

They have been using the facts they have learned in science 

to create lists using colons and semi colons. 

 
Isabela has been her best in this piece of work and enjoyed 

seeing how many facts she could find!  

     

YEAR 4 
In science, children have been classifying animals and 

understanding how scientists use a key to do this.  

 
Very clear labelling, Rafaela – well done!  

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

YEAR 6 

 
YEAR 5 
 



  

 

 

We are pleased to announce that After School Sports programmes for Sythwood Primary School are 
available to book online for the second part of the autumn term (Nov-Dec) at www.nssport.co.uk. 

 

MONDAY: KS2 FOOTBALL (YEAR 3, 4, 5 & 6) (PLACES: 30) 

TUESDAY: KS2 MULTISPORTS ( YEAR 3, 4, 5 & 6) (PLACES: 20) 

 TUESDAY: RECEPTION, YEAR 1 & 2 FOOTBALL (PLACES: 20) 

WEDNESDAY: RECEPTION, YEAR 1 & 2 MULTISPORTS (PLACES: 20) 

THURSDAY: KS2 DODGEBALL (YEAR 3, 4, 5 & 6) (PLACES: 20) 

 
All bookings are taken on a first come, first serve basis, so please book early to avoid disappointment.  

 
Please note we cannot accept childcare voucher as payment for this service, and we cannot accept late 

admissions after places have sold out. 

 

 

HAVE A QUESTION? EMAIL US AT : ENQUIRIES@NSSPORT.CO.UK  

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

http://www.nssport.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@nssport.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@nssport.co.uk


 

FoSS fundraising event 

CRAZY HAIR MUFTI 
Friday 19th November 2021 

Come to school in mufti  

WITH 

 a crazy hairdo,wig or hat! 
 

Please donate £1 via Scopay 

 



SOURCES: https://support.discordapp.com/hc/en-us, https://www.gizmodo.com.au/2017/03/discord-has-a-child-porn-problem/, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-4559008/Half-youngsters-experience-bullying-online-games.html, 
https://www.pcgamesinsider.biz/news/67503/discord-drops-partnership-status-from-servers-hosting-porn/, https://www.forbes.com/sites/thomasbrewster/2019/01/29/discord-the-2-billion-gamers-paradise-coming-to-terms-with-data-thieves-child-groomers-and-fbi-investigators/#4fba3ddf3741

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 08.05.2019

With over 14 million daily users, Discord is one of the most popular 
communication tools for gamers. It allows you to create or join what 

are known as ‘servers’, where different users can talk in groups via 
text message or voice call. There is also the option to send direct 

messages and make video calls.
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What parents need to know about

DISCORD

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

Your child can access 
almost any chat server on 
Discord. This means they 
can easily be exposed to 
content and conversations 
that are inappropriate, 
upsetting or potentially 
harmful.

Despite there being 
guidelines in place to 
prevent it, users are able 
to circulate adult content. 
This can include sexualised 
images, pornographic 
videos and provocative 
discussions. It’s important 
to stay alert and know the 
risks that your child could be 
exposed to.

Interactions on the platform 
are largely unregulated. 
This means other users can 
easily say and show things 
to your child that might be 
offensive and upsetting. The 
competitive nature of gaming 
can lead users 
to make 
abusive and 
harmful 
remarks 
about your 
child.

Cybercriminal groups have 
been linked to the platform 
due to reports of hackers 
sharing stolen data. It’s also 
possible that your child may 
be encouraged to share the 
data of their friends, either 
through peer pressure, or 
‘for fun’, without realising 
the consequences.

To create an account, 
you only need to display 
a username and profile 
image. This makes it easy for 
someone to hide his or her 
real identity. Predators from 
anywhere in the world can 
join a chat server, message 
your child and quickly leave 
to avoid detection. Forbes 
reports groomers have 
been targeting children 
susceptible to online 
coercion on the 
platform.

Top Tips to 
Protect Your Child

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

TURN ON SAFE 
MESSAGING
You should encourage your child to 
activate the ‘Safe Direct Messaging’ 
option. This will scan and delete 
any direct messages sent to your 
child containing explicit content.

Though the basic platform 
is free, your child will be 
encouraged to sign up to 
premium subscriptions, 
which give extra perks, such 
as animated emojis and free 
games. The two options 
are known as ‘Nitro Classic’ 
(which costs $4.99 a month) 
and Nitro (which costs $9.99 
a month). Prices are only 
converted to pound sterling 
during the payment process.

INAPPROPRIATE 
CONTENT

SEXUAL
IMAGERY

RISK OF 
CYBERBULLYING

HIDDEN
CHARGES

RISK OF 
CYBERCRIME

STRANGER 
DANGER

BE WARY 
OF WHAT’S 
SHARED

Whatever your child says 
or shares on the platform 
can be seen, heard and 
shared with a much larger 
audience. Be careful to make 
sure your child understands 
this and does not say or 
share anything that could be 
deemed offensive, harmful 
or put themselves or others 
at risk.

You can find Discord’s own 
guide for parents here: 
https://blog.discordapp.
com/parents-guide-to-
discord-c77d91793e9c

IMPROVE 
SECURITY 
SETTINGS

To help protect your child, 
make sure they set strong 
passwords. You should 
consider using the ‘two-
factor authentication’ 
function for extra 
protection. It’s also 
important to remind your 
child to never to share their 
personal information, or 
the details of another user.

CHECK 
THEIR 
FRIEND 
LIST

You can restrict who is able 
to make ‘friend requests’ to 
your child in the ‘Friends’ 
tab. It’s a good idea to 
deselect the default option 
that allows anyone to 
connect. Of course, you 
should also talk to your 
child about why it’s a risk to 
allow strangers to connect 
with them through such 
platforms.

REPORT & 
BLOCK
SUSPICIOUS 
USERS

Make sure your child knows 
how to report and block 
abusive or suspicious users. 
If you do find your child 
suffering repeated abuse, 
contact the platform directly 
using the email:
abuse@discordapp.com. It’s 
a good idea to teach your 
child how to screenshot any 
negative interactions too.

BE WARY 
OF NSFW 
CONTENT

Public forums on the 
platform are a potential 
venue for inappropriate 
content that you should be 
wary of. There is a Discord 
mascot known as ‘Wumpus’, 
which is supposed to 
represent anyone under 18. 
Anyone who posts content 
unsuitable for under-18s, 
should mark it NSFW (Not 
Suitable For Wumpus).

SHOW
RESPECT 
TO OTHERS

It’s important you actively 
teach your child to treat 
other users with respect 
and behave online the same 
way as they would offline. 

Take the time to read 
through Discord’s 
Community Guidelines with 
your child. Find them at:
www.discordapp.com/
guidelines

Meet our expert
Claire Woffenden has been a technology 
journalist since 1998 with a specialism in 
consumer technology (apps, websites, home 
computing and digital devices). As a Mum of 
two young children - aged 8 and 6 - Claire is 
passionate about helping to keep children 
safe online.



WHATSAPP
At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they

feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service, with around two billion users exchanging texts, photos, videos and documents, 
and making voice and video calls. The app offers end-to-end encryption, meaning messages can only be read by the sender and the 

recipient(s). Not even WhatsApp can read them. Updates to its privacy policy in 2021 reportedly caused millions of users to leave the app. 
But the new policy was widely misinterpreted: it only related to WhatsApp’s business features, not to personal messages.

What Parents & Carers N�d to Know About

Disa�earing Me�ages ‘Prize’ Scams 
WhatsApp users occasionally receive messages from 
unauthorised third parties or fraudsters pretending to 
offer prizes – encouraging recipients to click a link to win. 
A common scam involves a warning that someone’s 
WhatsApp subscription has run out: aiming to dupe them 
into disclosing payment details. Other scams include 
instructions to forward a message to earn a gift or reward.

With ‘disappearing messages’, users can send messages that 
vanish from WhatsApp after seven days. A new feature also 
erases photos and videos from chats after they’ve been 
viewed. These files can’t be saved or forwarded on, making 
monitoring what children are discussing problematic – and if 
someone sent your child an inappropriate message, it would be 
difficult to prove. Content can be reported to WhatsApp, 
however: ensure your child knows how to do this.

Enabling Fake News ‘Only Admins’ and Cyberbu�ying 
WhatsApp has unfortunately been linked to 
accelerating the spread of dangerous rumours. In India, 
some outbreaks of mob violence were reported to have 
been sparked by false allegations shared on the app. 
WhatsApp itself took steps to prevent its users 
circulating hazardous theories and speculation in the 
early weeks of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Group chats and video calls are great for connecting with 
multiple people in WhatsApp, but there is always the 
potential for someone’s feelings to be hurt by an unkind 
comment or joke. The ‘only admins’ feature gives the 
admin(s) of a group control over who can send messages. 
They can, for example, block people from posting in a chat, 
which could make a child feel excluded and upset.

Co�ections with Strangers Live Location Sharing 
To start a WhatsApp chat, you need the mobile number of 
the person you want to message (they also need to have 
the app). WhatsApp can also access the address book on 
someone’s device and recognise which of their contacts 
use WhatsApp. If your child has given their mobile number 
to somebody they don’t know, that person could then use 
it to get in touch via WhatsApp.

The ‘live location’ feature lets users share their current 
whereabouts, allowing friends to see their movements. 
WhatsApp describes it as a “simple and secure way to let 
people know where you are.” Indeed, it is a useful method 
for a child to let loved ones know they are safe. But if your 
child is in a chat with people they don’t know, it means they 
will be exposing their location to them, too.

16+
in UK & EU;

12+ rest of
world.

Create a Safe Profile 
Even though someone would need your child’s phone number to add them as a contact, 
as an extra precaution it’s worth altering your young one’s profile settings to restrict who 
can see their photo and status. The options are ‘everyone’, ‘my contacts’ and ‘nobody.’ 
Choosing one of the latter two ensures their profile is protected.

Explain about Blocking
If your child receives spam or offensive messages, calls or files from a contact, they 
should block them. Communication from a blocked contact won’t show up on their 
device and stays undelivered. Blocking someone does not remove them from your 
child’s contact list – they would also need to be deleted from the device’s address 
book. The option to block someone is on their contact info screen.

Report Potential Scams
Advise your child not to engage with any message that looks suspicious or too good 
to be true. When your child receives a message from an unknown number for the 
first time, they will be given the option to report that number as spam. They can also 
report a contact or a group as spam by tapping on the contact or group name to 
open their profile and scrolling down to ‘report spam’.

Leave a Group
If your child is part of a group chat that makes them feel uncomfortable, or has 
been added to a group that they no longer want to be part of, show them how 
to use the group’s settings to leave. If someone exits a group, the admin can 
add them back in once; if they leave a second time, it is permanent. 

Use Location Features Sparingly
If your child needs to use ‘live location’ to show you or their friends where they are, 
advise them to share their location only for as long as they need to. WhatsApp gives 
‘live location’ options of 15 minutes, one hour or eight hours. However, your child can 
manually choose to stop sharing their position at any time.

Delete A�idental Me�ages
If your child has posted a message in the wrong chat or sent a message that they 
immediately regret, they can delete it. Tap and hold on the message, choose ‘delete’ and 
then ‘delete for everyone.’ WhatsApp allows seven minutes to delete a message after it’s 
sent – but it’s important to remember that recipients may have seen (and taken a 
screenshot of) a message before it was deleted.

Fact-Check Me�ages
You can now fact-check messages that have been forwarded at least five times in WhatsApp, by double-tapping the magnifying glass icon to the right of the message. From there, your 
child can launch a Google search and decide for themselves whether the message was accurate or not. It’s a good way to encourage young people to question things they see online.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 05.08.2021

www.nationalonlinesafety.com                  @natonlinesafety                  /NationalOnlineSafety                  @nationalonlinesafety

M�t Our Expert
Parven Kaur is a social media expert and digital media consultant who is 
passionate about improving digital literacy for parents and children. She has 
extensive experience in the social media arena and is the founder of Kids N 
Clicks: a web resource that helps parents and children thrive in a digital world.

SOURCES: https://www.statista.com/statistics/260819/number-of-monthly-active-whatsapp-users/#:~:text=As%20of%20March%202020%2C%20WhatsApp,U.S.%20dollars%20in%20February%202014., https://www.statista.com/statistics/258749/most-popular-global-mobile-messenger-apps/, 
https://www.whatsapp.com/?lang=en, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_WhatsApp_lynchings, https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/whatsapp-update-latest-india-hoaxes-forward-messages-app-download-a8456011.html, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-52441202

Advice for Parents & Carers


