
 

 

 

HORSELL SNAKE 

School Dinners Update The price of school dinners for children in KS2 (Years 3 to 6) will be 

increasing from 1st September 2020 from £2.35 a day to £2.40 a day. If you do not wish your 

child to continue with school dinners in September, please email the school office and advise us 

of this before 1st September 2020.If you have some painted rocks, then take them to 6 Horsell 
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Message from the Leadership Team 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

This week, we filmed a virtual tour for our website and some Year 

6 children presented each section; they did a fantastic job and we 

were very proud of how well they did.  

Thank you to all those parents and carers who responded to our 

most recent survey, you will see on this newsletter that we have 

responded to the points raised. The feedback was overwhelmingly 

positive and we appreciate you taking the time to respond. 

As the weather has turned colder, we are allowing children to wear 

base layers in school colours (black, blue, grey or white) under 

their school uniform to keep them warm. This is because we need 

to keep doors and windows open to allow good ventilation.  

Over the last few weeks, we have been sharing our reading spine 

with teachers and the children are already very excited about the 

new books that are being read. We hope that the children can tell 

you about the books they are reading when they come home. 

Many charities are suffering due to Covid and this year we will not 

be able to sell poppies at school but you can make a donation to 

buy poppies by post at https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-

involved/ways-to-give/poppies-in-the-post  

Finally, just a reminder that the gates will close at 8:55am as 

children should be in their classrooms by 8:45am.  

Have a wonderful weekend,                                    

                                                     
Mrs N Matheson  

Head of School   

 MEET THE TEAM 
Please visit our school website to find Meet The Team 
presentations. These allow you to see the adults 
working with your children, find out about the 
curriculum and answer some common questions. Visit 
the Year Group Pages in Children and Families.  

 
 
 

   
                                                                      

SURREY LOCAL OFFER 
Surrey County Council is asking young people with 

Special Educational Needs and/or a Disability 

(SEND), their parent/carers and those supporting 

them, to share their views and experiences of the 

Surrey Local Offer website. The consultation aims to 

understand if Surrey’s Local Offer website is helpful, 

easy to use and gives those using it the information 
and advice that they need. 

https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/localoffer/ 
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S y th w ood  P r im ar y  an d  N u r s e ry  S CH OO L  

FLU IMMUNISATIONS 
The flu immunisations are taking place on Thursday 10th and 
Friday 11th December 2020. The deadline to reply is 4pm on 
Thursday 3rd December 2020. This year it is very important 
that children are immunised due to the spread of covid-19.  

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Following our recent parent survey, the following 
points were raised: 
 Parents/carers to remember to socially distance 

from other parents and children while on the 
school site. 

 We highly recommend that parents/carers wear 
face masks to offer further protection when 
around adults not from their household. 

 Children must stay with their adults before and 
after school. 

 Children are not to touch or use any of the 
outdoor equipment.  

Please work with us to reduce the risks of infection 
on the school site and keep us all safe.  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/poppies-in-the-post
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/poppies-in-the-post
https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/localoffer/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  h o w  h a r d  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w o r k !   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

NURSERY 
The children have each made their own face for our display! 

We looked at similarities and differences, used paint and 

explored how to safely use the stapler to attach our hair. 

 
 

 

 

    

YEAR 1 
Read, Write, Inc. is very popular in Year 1 and this week they 

have been practising digraphs. Viki did this wonderful work 

and really impressed the teachers!  

  
 

   

  

   

    

     

                    

 

 

 

                         

RECEPTION 
Reception children have been celebrating the number 5 

this week with a 5 party! It looked like lots of fun. They 

have also been working really hard on forming their letters 

– well done in particular to Natalia for great effort!  

  
  

   

    
YEAR 2 

This week, Year 2 have been writing their story of The 

Three Little Pigs. Anayah wrote a great story with lots of 

exciting adjectives – what brilliant writing!  

   
  

 
   

   

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 
Year 3 have started their chocolate topic – yum! Printhika was 

so inspired that she did more learning at home all about 

making chocolate – brilliant work. 

 

   
Year 5 have been practising their division skills. Rehan really 

impressed his teacher by using the inverse to check the 

answer to the questions and even used decimals!   

 

 

 

In Year 6, children have been learning how deep sea 

creatures have adapted and then made their own!  Great 

work from Fiza, Yusuf and Usman-Ali.  

     

 

 

YEAR 4 
We were so impressed by Zachary’s structure of the 

Earth! We love the time and effort that has gone into this 

brilliant piece of learning.  

 

Email: info@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk 

YEAR 6 

 

YEAR 5 
 



At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 30.09.2020

www.nationalonlinesafety.com    Twitter - @natonlinesafety    Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety    Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety

The devices and their background services are 
another worry, which can have software 
vulnerabilities that make them insecure in complex 
ways. In 2020, for instance, researchers discovered 
that the services to which Echo products connect 
were insecure, potentially allowing hackers to 
access personal information such as voice 
conversations. In 2017, researchers were able to 
directly hack an Amazon Echo to send audio to 
attackers. Amazon has a good record of fixing 
security problems when they are discovered but it is 
never possible to find every problem. 

By their nature, AI voice assistants involve 
the collection of large amounts data. How 
this is stored and the uses to which it is 
put has aroused growing concern. Experts 
also worry about who has access to voice 
recordings, which in 2019 the company 
admitted sometimes included employees 
of Amazon and its commercial partners. 
There is also the more general anxiety 
that internet voice assistants might 
record private conversations and not only 
commands or questions. 

Using Alexa as a speaker to play your 
favourite songs is one of the most 
popular uses for the device. However, 
without any parental controls in place, 
Alexa won’t filter the lyrics so it’s possible 
that children could hear something they 
shouldn’t. Similarly, Alexa isn’t always 
able to identify who or what age the 
person is who is issuing a voice 
command so if children ask a question 
which might not be age-appropriate, 
the chances are they’re likely to get an 
age-inappropriate answer. 

In a 2019 report published by the Centre for Data 
Ethics and Innovation, concerns were raised on 
the disruptive effect that voice assistants and 
smart speakers, such as Alexa, were having on 
the way that children interact with technology. 
From building sentiment and forming 
relationships which could encourage them to 
overshare personal details, to a fear of 
consuming content driven by commercial 
algorithms and an inability to assess reliability, 
how Alexa operates could considerably change 
children’s relationship with technology in both 
the short and long term. 



VIDEO
STREAMING

APPS & SITES

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and educators with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online 
safety with their children, should they feel it is needed. Please visit nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults. 

What are they? Safety TipsKnow the Risks
Inappropriate videos

When watching on video streaming apps, it is 
difficult to filter the content that is out there. For 
instance, when a child is watching a YouTube 

video, they will get recommendations for other 
similar videos. The risk is even higher with videos 

which are live, as children could be watching 
inappropriate content in real time. 

Chatting with strangers

Video streaming apps or sites increase the risk of 
children communicating with strangers online. For 

example, most YouTube videos allow users to 
comment on the video. Whilst children could be 
watching something innocent, the comments 

section can be used by groomers to try and direct 
them towards private messaging.

‘Video Streaming
Apps & Sites’

Video streaming apps and sites can allow 
people to share activities and hobbies with 
others in real time or watch their favourite 

films and TV shows online. There are different 
types of video streaming services. Twitch is 

used for watching others play video games in 
real time; you can watch YouTube live and 

watch Netflix, Amazon Prime or Apple TV with 
friends and family. Video streaming has 
gained popularity in the last few years 

because there is a sense of community when 
watching with others and people can 

comment on videos and ask questions in 
real-time. Binge-watching

Report inappropriate content

If a child comes across inappropriate content or 
something that makes them feel uncomfortable on an 

app such as YouTube, you can report the content and the 
person who has uploaded the content to the platform. If a 
stranger is looking to engage with your child, block them 

and report them.

Have an open and honest conversation

Adults can review the TV shows and films that have 
been watched many video streaming apps. If a child 

seems upset or shocked by something they have seen 
or if you are concerned about anything they’ve viewed, 

try to talk to them about it and have an open and honest 
conversation to help understand any concerns.

Check age-ratings 

Ensure that children are at the right age to use the 
app. Most video streaming apps require users to be at 

least 13 years old. Be clear on what apps and sites 
children can use. Encourage them to never participate 

in online discussions that are offensive and never 
interact with strangers or people they don’t trust.

Change privacy settings

Check the privacy setting of children’s app. Ensure 
that for whichever app they are using, the settings 

are set to private and disable comments if 
applicable. Furthermore, set screen time 

restrictions via the app or the device to limit 
children’s use. 

Implement parental controls

Activate parental controls your child’s devices and 
apps. This will prevent them from accessing 

content they shouldn’t. For instance, on Netflix, 
create a kids profile. This way they will only be able 

to view videos appropriate for their age group. 
Likewise, use YouTube Kids over YouTube or apply 

restrictions and turn off features such as autoplay.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.09.2020

?

?

?

Encourage other activities

If you think a child is spending too much time on a video 
streaming app, try to foster their interest in other 

activities or hobbies away from their device. Encourage 
them to get outdoors, play with friends, play board 

games or just simply spend more time together with you.

Screen addiction

In addition to binge-watching, most video 
streaming apps are available across all devices with 

an internet connection which can mean increased 
screen time. Popular apps, such as Netflix and 

Amazon Prime, have huge libraries of content which 
can mean hours of viewing time and potentially less 
time spent on learning, playing outside or interaction 

with friends and family.

Spend time on the app

Before allowing children to access a video 
streaming app, spend some time browsing through 

its content. Familiarise yourself with how it works, 
what content is available and what your child wants 

to watch. Check-in regularly and ask what they 
enjoy watching and how it makes them feel.

Brought to you by

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Our Expert
Parven Kaur

Parven Kaur is social media expert 
and digital media consultant who is 
passionate about improving digital 
literacy for parents and children. 
She has extensive experience in the 
social media arena and is the 
founder of Kids N Clicks; a web 
resource that helps parents and 
children thrive in a digital world. 

Children can easily fall into ‘binge-watching’ on 
video streaming apps which can impact on sleep,   

mood and their ability to concentrate on other  
things. The autoplay function can make it difficult  

to find time for a break and often the recommend-
ed content is similar to what children are already 

watching based on the algorithms  used.


