
 

 

 

HORSELL SNAKE 

School Dinners Update The price of school dinners for children in KS2 (Years 3 to 6) will be 

increasing from 1st September 2020 from £2.35 a day to £2.40 a day. If you do not wish your 

child to continue with school dinners in September, please email the school office and advise us 

of this before 1st September 2020.If you have some painted rocks, then take them to 6 Horsell 
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 Dear Parents and Carers,  

It’s been another busy week for our teachers and staff as we have: 

 Delivered live lessons or stories to every year group 

 Provided 3-4 hours of learning for each child every day 

 Supported with technical issues or provided devices 

 Taught critical worker and vulnerable children 

 Communicated with all of our families regularly 

 Re-opened our Nursery 

 Kept the site safe and tidy 

We are missing having all of our children in school but it has been 

fantastic to see how engaged children have been both at home and 

in school. We have already sent out over 60 Gold postcards to say 

well done on wonderful learning!  

Thank you to our parents who are supporting children at home 

during this challenging time. We hope that you find your child’s 

lesson resources helpful and remember that we have physcial 

resources (pens, pencils, handwriting lines, etc.) available from 

1:30pm-2pm on a Monday and Friday.  

Attached to this newsletter please see some home learninng tips 

from some of our Year 6 children – well done!  

With very best wishes, 

                                                     
Mrs N Matheson 

Headteacher 

 

SCHOOL CONTACT 
We have to check that our children are completing 
their remote learning each day, which is why we are 
then phoning you if you have not submitted work or 
logged onto the live sessions. 
If we do not have any contact from you after 3 days, 
we will conduct a doorstep visit to check that you are 
all well.  
If you are not home and we still have no contact, we 
will continue trying all contacts and refer to the Surrey 
Inclusion Team on day 5. They will then also conduct 
a home visit. This is all to ensure that children are safe 
and continuing to learn.  
 
 

 
 

   
                                                                      

ONLINE SAFETY 
With schools across the UK closed for many pupils, 
keeping children safe will be more important than 
ever. That’s why Parents Protect and 
@StopItNowUKandIreland have made a series of 
short films to help families understand the risks 
around child sexual abuse and how to protect 
children offline and online. To find out more, please 
visit: http://bit.ly/3mnvNcn  
Alternatively, if you need support or are worried 
about your own child being at risk or experiencing 
harm, please get in touch with our Safeguarding 
Lead, Michelle Jolly on 01483 770063. 
 
A guide to setting parental controls on all devices: 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-
controls/  
NSPCC have their own guide to online safety: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
safe/online-safety/  

B e  R e a d y  |  B e  S a f e  |  B e  R e s p e c t f u l  |  B e  Yo u r  B e s t

S y th w ood  P r im ar y  an d  N u r s e ry  S CH OO L  

SUPPORT BUBBLE CRITERIA 
You can form a support bubble with another household of any size 
if: you live by yourself, you are the only adult in your household who 
does not need continuous care as a result of a disability, your 
household includes a child who is under the age of one, your 
household includes a child with a disability who requires continuous 
care and is under the age of 5, you are a single adult living with one 
or more children who are under the age of 18 or were under that age 
on 12 June 2020. 

MR COLE 
When school fully reopens, you will notice that Mr 
Cole is not at Sythwood every day.  He has been 
seconded to support another primary school in our 
trust: Broadmere and New Monument until the end of 
the summer term. We wish him luck in the 
secondment but we know we will still see as he is still 
keeping in touch with us each week. 

http://bit.ly/3mnvNcn
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T H A N K  Y O U  A L L  F O R  B E I N G  Y O U R  B E S T  E A C H  D A Y !   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

NURSERY 
This week the children in Nursery have been exploring castles. 
They have created a castle by printing bricks and even drawn 

who they thought may live inside. The teachers have been 

challenged to guess who the children have drawn living inside 

their castles. We have been very impressed with their 

imaginative ideas! 

 

 
 

 

    
YEAR 1 

The teachers set the children a challenge of sharing 

information about themselves in sentences.  

 
Lily used the correct punctuation and made sure her capital I 

touched the top dotted line – well done! 

 

 

   

  

   

    

     

 

 

 

                         

RECEPTION 
Children in Reception have been enjoying learning all about 

Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car.  

 

   
 

Well done to Ibaad, Sydney and Filip who have all drawn 

pictures and labelled the animals he met on his journey! It 

looks like he was very busy.  

  

 

  

 

     

  

   

    

YEAR 2 
Children in Year 2 have been reading the story ‘Stuck’           

by Oliver Jeffers and they love how funny it is.  

     
Giulia created this beautiful vocabulary tree full of 

adjective-filled sentences. Niyati made a fantastic poster 

all about teamwork for PSHE. Great work!       

  

 
   

   

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 
There has been so much exciting learning in Year 3! 

      

Zarah and Jia made brilliant text maps, Lucy created a superb 

sundial and Maciej practised his division – fantastic work!  

 

 

 

   

Year 5 have been enjoying reading ‘Hilda’ and this week they 

practised their letter writing skills. 

    

Well done, Sabeeka and Ishaaq for both writing great letters 

from The Woodman and thinking about word choices! 

 

 

Year 6 teachers have been really challenging the children 

and the children are doing incredibly well!  

    

Sawara has been developing her maths skills as she has 

been adding and subtracting fractions – well done! 

 

YEAR 4 
Year 4 have been busy learning from home and the 

teachers have been very impressed so far. 

 

 
Amazing adjectives and inner thoughts about ‘The Secrets 

of Black Rock’ by Taylor!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Email: info@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk 

YEAR 6 

 

YEAR 5 
 

Well done, Hunaydah for applying 

your multiplication skills to some 

tricky reasoning questions!  

 



Home Learning
Do you find home learning difficult?

If so,

You have come to the right place.

Tip 1

If you can’t do anything to the worksheet, it’s a PDF.

Either take a photo or a screenshot and do it on Microsoft Word, PowerPoint or Excel.

Tip 2

If something doesn’t feel like or you don’t understand.

Ask your Family members or your teachers while on call.

Tip 3

I, personally Like to listen to calming music while I’m doing my work.

Not on call or when I’m listening.

Thank you for reading my poster. I hope it helped. By Razvan.



7 Top Tips to Support Key Stage 2 Children Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and to boost their 
reading skills. Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for learning during school 
closures—these tips are aimed at supporting children in Key Stage 2.

Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. Give your child choices about what 
they read, being in control is great motivation! Encourage them to recommend books 
to family and friends. For example, ‘you should read this book, Grandad, because you 
love funny stories.’

Maintain  
the motivation 
to read

7

Follow the TRUST steps and keep your child talking about reading
Follow the 
TRUST steps

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what happened. Think about how the 
characters behaved and interesting things that happened in the plot. You could 
encourage your child to keep a reading diary, describing the big idea of each chapter.

Ask your child to 
summarise what 
they have read

4

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to share them with a relative or 
friend, over a video call. Laugh about them when you are making meals together. For 
example, ‘you could use your slimepower to help me cook tea tonight.’

Read and 
discuss reading 
with friends  
or family

6

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last chapter—and talk about what might 
happen next. Look for clues in the book and be a reading detective! For example, ‘can 
you see the fox on the front cover? Why do you think he’s so sad?’

Ask your child to 
make predictions 
about what they 
have read

3

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! Big writing and pictures are 
even more fun. For example, use an old roll of wallpaper (or chalk on a path) and 
draw around your child. Ask them to fill the outline with lots of information about  
the main character.

Ask your child to 
write about what 
they have read

5

All reading matters. Shared reading is about ‘reading with’, not just ‘reading to’. Why 
not take turns to read a page each of a longer novel? So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, 
such as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talking about books: for 
example, ‘what do you think Harry is feeling?’

Ask your  
child lots  
of questions

2

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day. Books are 
great —but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a webpage can all be great 
too. Why not set your child a reading challenge: How many different things can you 
read in a day?

Concentrate on 
reading quality 
(it isn’t all about 
reading lots!)

1

Education Endowment Foundation (2018) 
Preparing for Literacy: Improving Communication, Language and Literacy in the Early Years. Education Endowment Foundation: London. 
Available online: eef.li/literacy-early-years
Education Endowment Foundation (2019).
Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: eef.li/literacy-ks3-ks4
Breadmore, H.L., Vardy, E.J., Cunningham, A.J., Kwok, R.K.W., & Carroll, J.M. (2019). 
Literacy Development: Evidence Review. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Literacy_Development_Evidence_Review.pdf 

http://eef.li/literacy-early-years
http://eef.li/literacy-ks3-ks4
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Literacy_Development_Evidence_Review.pdf


For more ideas see the OU website: 
https://www.researchrichpedagogies.org

I wonder 
if...why…

what…who…

Children who read, and 
are supported as 
readers, develop strong 
reading skills and do 
better at school.

Reading aloud to your 
children shows them 
reading is a pleasure, 
not a chore. Older 
children can read to 
younger ones too. 

Making time to read 
alongside one another 
helps develop children’s 
reading stamina and 
interest. Let them choose 
what to read and relax 
together.

Book Chats encourage 
readers. Invite them to 
make connections and 
share their views. Join in 
with your thoughts too!

Supporting Readers at Home

Open University 
research suggests 
there are three 
important ways to 
support readers and a 
love of reading.

Book Chat

Family 
Reading Time

Read Aloud

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

http://mochamanual.com/tag/summer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Reading with 
your child 
3-4 years

booktrust.org.uk



2

Sharing a book with a child is fun – it’s a 
time for closeness, laughing and talking 
together.

Reading with your child can help them 
develop, strengthen your bond and get 
them ready for school.



3

Spending 10 minutes a day reading to your child 
helps them develop social and emotional skills 
and become confi dent, happy learners.

This booklet is full of tips and ideas on how to 
get the most out of sharing books together – we 
hope you enjoy it!

 From,
 All of us at BookTrust

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers



4

Top tips for
reading together

Find somewhere quiet away from noise, • 
TV and mobile phones. 

Cuddle up together or get brothers and • 
sisters to join in and enjoy stories and 
rhymes together. 

Make animal noises or sound effects –  • 
these help to bring the story to life and 
will make you both laugh!



5

Ask questions when you’re reading • 
together such as:
‘What can you see on this page?’
‘How do you think the characters feel?’

Try asking your child to tell the story. • 
They can ‘read’ the pictures to you and 
talk about what’s happening on the 
page. 

If you feel comfortable, try making • 
funny faces or using character voices – 
these always make children giggle! 



6

Look at the pictures and 
start talking about them

Can you fi nd a dinosaur or a rabbit? What else can you see?• 
How many bananas are there? • 
What games are the children playing?• 



7

Remember: talking with your child will 
help them learn more words



8

Let’s choose some books!

It’s OK to read the same book again and again 
because familiar books are comforting and build 
confi dence. 

But if you’re ready for a change, use our 
Bookfi nder to search for books about things your 
child enjoys. Here you can fi nd book ideas for 
children of all ages, from babies to teenagers. 

booktrust.org.uk/books

The next page also has some great new book 
ideas to get you started.
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Some great books to 
get you started

Shark in the Park
Nick Sharratt
(Picture Corgi)
‘Timothy Pope, Timothy Pope, what can 
you see through your telescope?’ Is it really 
a shark in the park he can see?
Your child will love joining in the words and 
actions in this fun book. 

Oi Frog!
Kes Gray & Jim Field
(Hodder Children’s Books)
These are the rules: cats sit on mats, hares 
sit on stairs, mules sit on stools… but Frog 
doesn’t want to sit on a log! A hilarious 
rhyming picture book that will get you and 
your little one giggling.  

The Sheep Who Hatched an Egg
Gemma Merino
(Macmillan Children’s Books) 
Lola the sheep spends hours every day 
looking after her wonderful wool, so she’s 
very upset when one day she loses it. But 
when her wool grows back wild, she gets 
a delightful surprise… A lovely story about 
how friendship is more important than 
good hair.  

We are Family
Patricia Hegarty, illustrated by Ryan 
Wheatcroft
(Caterpillar Books)
All families are different, but they all have 
one thing in common: love. A beautiful 
book in which most children will be able to 
see themselves or a family like their own. 
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Learn through having fun

Play a guessing game when you’re out • 
and about together. Ask your child what 
numbers or letters they can see on buses, 
posters and signs.

Let your child enjoy making marks on paper • 
with pencils or crayons. There’s no right or 
wrong way to draw a picture – this is the 
very fi rst stage of writing and drawing. 

Encourage your child to ask lots of questions • 
– it’s one of the most important skills a 
learner needs!



11

Looking for more ideas?

Visit your local library where you can borrow • 
books for free. See if they run a Rhymetime 
or Storytime session where you can meet 
other families and enjoy rhymes together!

Ask your health visitor for ideas on how you • 
can support your child’s development by 
sharing books together.

Find great books online with BookTrust! • 
Our website has lots more tips ideas for 
books to enjoy as well as games and online 
storybooks. booktrust.org.uk



booktrust.org.uk

Illustrations by Daniel Taylor

Charity number 313343

Follow us

BookTrust is the UK’s 
largest children’s reading 
charity. We are dedicated 
to getting children reading.



Reading with 
your Child
4-6 year olds

booktrust.org.uk



Reading with your Child
Reading with your child can mean sharing 
books, stories, rhymes, or any other writing. 

You can:

Read books together.• 

Tell each other stories.• 

Chat about the things that you have read.• 

Talk about pictures in books.• 

Share stories even when you don’t have a • 
book in front of you. Why not re-tell your 
favourite stories? 

2



Why read?
Sharing books and stories with your child is fun!

It is a great way to build special memories and 
moments with your child, and can easily become 
a favourite part of the day.

It also helps children:

Understand the world around them.• 

Develop social and emotional skills.• 

Improve at school in English, science, • 
maths and other subjects. 

Build confi dence with communication.• 

Strengthen their bond with you and other • 
family members.

3



What should we read?
You can read anything.

Find your local library and see • 
what your child likes.

Ask teachers, librarians or other • 
parents to recommend books.

Visit the bookfi nder on the Book • 
Trust website for some ideas:
booktrust.org.uk/bookfi nder

You can fi nd storytelling apps • 
and stories on tablets and 
computers too. Just be sure to 
stay with your child and enjoy 
sharing the story with them.

Try out a range of picture books, 
comics, poems, and rhymes. 

You can read the same book over 
and over again. Familiar books are 
comforting and build confi dence. 

You can choose new books.  Pick 
something together that you can both 
enjoy.

Books don’t have to be full of words. 
Picture books are perfect for sharing 
and talking about with your child. You 
can use pictures to explore stories 
and help your child understand books 
that are more diffi cult.

4



Share stories whenever you can fi nd the time. 

Take books with you so you always have a • 
story to share. You can read on the train or 
bus, or even if you are waiting in a queue 
together. 

When you are outside, take time to notice • 
what is going on around you. Make up 
stories about what you see with your child.

Bedtime is the perfect time to read together. • 
It helps create a routine and can make 
going to bed something your child looks 
forward to. It is a special time for a parent 
and child to share.

Reading for just ten minutes a day with your 
child makes a huge difference.

When should we read?

5



How?
Find a quiet place with no distractions. 

Turn off televisions, radios, computers and 
tablets. Take time to look at each page. 

You don’t need to make sure your child 
gets every word right. It is ok for both of 
you to make mistakes! Let them talk to 
you about the pictures. This helps them 
look for meaning and to think about what 
they see happening on the page. 

Don’t forget to smile. If you feel 
comfortable try pulling funny faces, 
making animal noises and putting on 
character voices – these always make 
children giggle!

Ask questions when you are reading 
together. For example:

What do you see on this page?• 

How do you think the characters feel?• 

What do you think is going to happen • 
next?

When you have fi nished, talk about how 
your child feels about the book: 

What did they like? • 

What didn’t they like? • 

What can they remember about what • 
happened? 
Who was their favourite character? • 
Why?
Link the story to their own • 
experiences. Can they remember 
when they did something similar?

Most importantly, have fun! 

experiences. Can they remember 
when they did something similar?

Most importantly, have fun! 

6



You don’t have to only read books in English.

Carry on sharing books, stories and rhymes in 
your fi rst language! 

Your child may use English words • 
– you can still reply or repeat what 
they have said in your own language. 
Children love the sound of your voice 
and can cope with two languages. 

Sharing stories is about more than • 
just learning to read – it’s about 
snuggling up and spending time 
together.

What if English isn’t my fi rst language?

7



Digital books and story apps are great fun! 

When you are reading using a tablet or a 
computer, stay with your child. Talk to them 
about what they are doing, and help them 
use the device.

It is a good idea to put the device into • 
‘Airplane Mode’ before giving it to a 
child to avoid any unexpected costs or 
internet access.

Ask the same questions about the story • 
that you would with a printed book.

What if I’m using a tablet or computer?

8



Be a reading role model!

If your child sees you reading, they will want to read too. 

Involve your family in what you are • 
reading -  talk about what you have 
read and what you liked about the 
story. 

Encourage friends and family to • 
share books with your child. The more 
people your child sees reading, the 
more they will want to read too.

Who?

9



You will fi nd:

More hints and tips. • 

Book suggestions and reviews.• 

Interactive games. • 

Stories you can listen or read along to.• 

Information about our programmes.• 

Happy reading!

What next?
Visit booktrust.org.uk to discover more 
about the magic of sharing stories, 
books and rhymes with your child. 

booktrust.org.uk
10



  Top Tips for Home  
Learning 

1. Try and put as much effort in your work as much as you do in school. 

2.  If you don`t understand something, ask the teacher  

3. Try and stay in touch with friends to not get lonely. 

4. While at home, try some fun activities look at the link below: 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-

activities/activities/ 

 

by Sameen 



 

PHONE: EMAIL: WEB: REGISTERED OFFICE: 
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22 January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
  
 
Another week has gone by and it's been amazing to see so many pupils completing 
our Fitness and Well-Being Bingo Challenge, so well done everyone for keeping fit 
and well during these challenging times.   
  
 
For the next few weeks, we thought it would be a great idea to get schools involved 
by asking pupils to come up with some of their favourite fitness and well-being 
challenges.  So, for this week, we would like to thank pupils from East Sheen Primary 
School in Richmond who have come up with a new bingo card for you to complete 
during week 3.  We have to say these challenges are brilliant and so much fun to 
enjoy at home with family.  Awesome work East Sheen Primary School! 
  
 
Anyone who is new to the Fitness and Well-Being Bingo Challenge can start  
today.  The challenge is very easy to follow, and you can do this in your own time at 
home.  Simply choose five exercises to complete in either a vertical, horizontal, or 
diagonal line each day.  If you think you're able you can always attempt to do more 
than one line.  It is great to do by yourself, with a sibling or why not get the whole 
family involved. 
  
 
We hope you have plenty of fun with this week's challenge.  We would love to see 
your attempts, so please do share your photos/videos with us through our social 
media channels using #nssporthomechallenge 
  
 
Stay safe, have fun, and look out for new challenges next week. 
  
 
Best wishes 
  
The NSSport Team 
 



 



POSTER COMPETITION – CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 

Do you like drawing and designing? We need some posters showing how to park 

safely outside our school.  The best designs will be made into banners and displayed 

outside the school for everyone to see!!! 

Make your designs clear, bright and colourful so everyone can see them! 

Design 1 – No parking on the zig-zag lines 

This design should tell everyone not to park on the zig-zag lines outside our school. 

They are there to keep everyone safe and it is against the law to park on them. 

Below are some examples of the type of thing you could draw / write. 

    

Design 2 – No parking in front of the gate 

This design should tell everyone not to park in front of our emergency access gate. 

This gate is for emergency vehicles only and must be kept clear at all times. 

Words you could use would be KEEP CLEAR or NO PARKING. It would be lovely to 

see some pictures of fire engines or ambulances. 

    

 

You can submit an entry for either design or for both! Please email your entries to 

info@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk by the 5th February 2021. 

mailto:info@sythwood.surrey.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Would you like to train to teach in a Woking school? 
 

 

 

Barnsbury Primary 

School 
 Beaufort Primary 

School 
 

Brookwood Primary 

School 
 Freemantles School  

Goldsworth Primary 

School 

 

 

 

Holy Trinity C of E 

Primary School 
 

Kingfield Primary 

School 
 

Maybury Primary 

School 
 

New Monument 

Primary Academy  
 

Send C of E Primary 

School 

 
Sythwood Primary 

School 
 

The Hermitage 

School 
 The Oaktree School  Westfield Primary 

School 
  

…and many others. We are always keen to work with and welcome new schools into our partnership - please get in touch! 

Come along to an online information event in January (14th and 27th), February (9th and 25th) or 

March (10th and 23rd). To register please visit www.ssfscitt.org.uk (‘news and events’) 

http://www.ssfscitt.org.uk/

