
Friends of Sythood School (FOSS) 

Meeting Minutes – 20th September 2021 

Attendees  Apologies  

Nicola Matheson (HeadTeacher)  

Helen Stone  

Katharine Saunders  

Kim McBride  

Pam Curnock 

Joanne (Jo) Hutchins 

Samira Souiki 

Jillian Skjerven 

Emma Fletcher 

Ave Maria Oyona Alugu 

Syyeda Sabah Jaffar 

Cynthia Pang Chan 

Mala Mukund 

Genie Jewell-Smith 

 

 

Rebecca (Beccy) Yates 

Karolina Broglu 

 

1. Introductions and welcome to new members 

  

➢ It was great to see a good turn out for the first FoSS meeting of the new 

academic year.  Introductions made and several attendees keen to be class 

representatives.  Class representative list updated by Helen. 

2. Actions from previous meeting 

  

  Actions from last meeting were all summer raffle/fayre related and have therefore 

been completed.  Attendees informed of the amount of money raised by FoSS in the 

last academic year (£3,502) and what the money was spent on (iPads). 

3. Upcoming events in autumn term 

  

➢ Blind Awareness Month (Thursday 14th October) 
  Genie, who’s son is part of the school’s visually impaired (VI) unit, showed everyone 

the posters she has created for ‘blind awareness day’ on the 14th October 2021.  The 

aim of the day is to help create a greater awareness of visual impairment and the 

great work that the school’s VI unit does with the children.  Genie and Nicola provided 

a demonstration of how important descriptive language is for the visually impaired. 

 

  14th October 2021 will be a mufti day where donations of £1 can be made via 

SCOPAY.  All money raised will go to the VI unit. 



  Genie highlighted the importance of making sure that the day is a celebration of 

those with visual impairment. 

 

➢ Christmas Cards (Wednesday 13th October) 

  Katharine explained the process of how the children create personalised Christmas 

cards, which parents/guardians have the option of purchasing. 

  A few examples of last years creations shown to the group.  Mug design options 

shown to attendees, with the ‘snowflake’ design picked by the majority as the 

favoured design for this year. 

 Prices agreed: 

Item Cost price 2020 sale 
price 

2021 sale 
price 

12 x A6 Cards with envelopes £3.60 £6.00 £5.50 

42 x Gift Tags (self adhesive) £2.10 £4.00 £2.50 

12  x A6 Thank You cards £3.60 £6.00 £5.50 

Value Pack (24 x A6 cards + 42 x Gifts Tags) £8.40 £12.00 £10.99 

Mug (10Oz) £4.50 £6.00 £5.99 

Coasters (4 pack) £6.00  - £7.99 

Mug + Coasters £10.00 - £11.99 

 

  Christmas Card templates have been organised and are ready to be distributed to 

classrooms.  Deadline for templates to be returned to the main office agreed (13th 

October).  By organising the cards earlier this year, the school will receive a 5% 

discount on cost price, with products being delivered to school before 1st December 

2021. 

 

➢ Crazy hair day 

  Crazy hair day explained to all by Helen.  Date agreed Friday 12th November 2021.  

Mufti day with £1 donation. ?via SCOPAY. 

 

➢ Xmas Hamper raffle 

  Nicola and Helen explained how the Xmas hampers work.  Each class is given a topic 

for their hamper and children are asked to bring in donations for their class hamper.  

Discussed the possibility of class reps helping to put together the hampers if they are 

available.   

  FoSS to write the raffle tickets ( as with the summer raffle) although Pam is going to 

research alternatives to try and reduce time spent writing and distributing raffle 

tickets.   

 

➢ Disco 

  FoSS members asked if there was going to be a school disco this academic year, now 

that restrictions have been eased.  Nicola explained how the disco is held on a week 

night with KS1 having their disco before KS2 on the same evening.  It was highlighted 

that the glow sticks were very successful at the last disco.  Date agreed Thursday 10th 



February.   Nicola asked for FoSS members to help set up and chaperone the discos 

alongside members of school staff.  Nicola to ensure first aider present at the discos. 

 

➢ NSSports tournament helping 

  Nicola informed attendees that she has spoken with Sam Dunn (NSSport lead) about 

FoSS helping with refreshments at future football tournament events.  Next event 

currently planned for May 2022 – Date to be confirmed. 

 

➢ Second hand school uniform 

 Nicola informed attendees that there has been a lot of second hand school uniforms 

donated to the school.  Katharine offered to come in and help to start sorting the 

uniform this week.  Several other members of FoSS also offered to help however 

Nicola informed them that they would need a DBS first. 

 
 

4. Agree fundraising project 

  

  Nicola asked the group if they would be happy to help raise money for a sensory 

room within the school.  This was agreed with FoSS.   Nicola to get quotes for sensory 

room and then a fundraising target can be set. 

 

  Helen mentioned how Nick (school caretaker) would like something put up by the 

reception entrance gate to help block the view into the play area from outside the 

school.  FoSS happy for some money to go towards this. 

 

5.DBS checks 

  

  Nicola informed FoSS that if they were interested in volunteering in school and going 

on regular school trips, then a DBS would be required.  DBS information to be sent out 

to all members of FoSS. 

 

AoB 

➢ FoSS member list to be updated on the school website following the meeting. 

➢ Helen asked if Christmas Play dates could be arranged soon so that 

parents/guardians could arrange for time off work, if it is agreed that they can 

attend, restrictions allowing. 

➢ Next meeting arranged for Monday 8th November 2021 2pm.   To try face-to-

face and virtual together so that more people can attend. 

  


